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stanzas in which the inconstant or flagging-
mind turned aside from its design.

But it is certain that if the poet gets so
much into the habit of writing poetry, that
even when he has no sense of inspiration
he must still write to satisfy a craving, the
result will be worthless, as it too often was
in the case of Wordsworth. Because such
poems become literary instead of poetical ;
and literary poetry has no justification.

If we take a book like Rossetti's House
of Life, we shall find that certain sonnets
stand out with a peculiar freshness and
brightness, as in the golden sunlight of an
autumn morning; while many of the sonnets
give us the sense of slow and gorgeous
evolution, as if contrived by some poetical
machine. I was interested to find, in study-
ing the House of Life carefully, that all the
finest poems are early work; and when I
came to look at the manuscripts, I was rather
horrified to see what an immense amount of
alternatives had been produced. There
would be, for instance, no less than eight
or nine of those great slowly moving words,
like ' incommunicable ' or ' importunate '
written down, not so much to express an
inevitable idea as to fill an inevitable space;